
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Balla Secondary School, 

Co. Mayo 

Tel: (094) 9365082 
Fax: (094) 9365592 

Web:http://ballasecondaryschool.com   

E-mail: info@ballasecschool.com    

  

Tel: (094) 9365082 

Fax: (094) 9365592 
Web:http://ballasecondaryschool.com   

E-mail: info@ballasecschool.com    

  
  

 

Autumn Newsletter 

  

 

Oct  2017 
 

Principal’s Message 

Welcome everybody to the first newsletter of 
the 2017-2018 School Year. I wish to extend a 
special warm welcome to the first years and 
to the students who have transferred into our 
school over the summer.  

I would like to start by congratulating Ms. 
Anna Finlay on her appointment as Deputy 
Principal and wish her well in her new role at 
an exciting time in the development of this 
great school. I welcome new teachers Ms. 
Clarke, Mr. Boland, Mr O’Donnell, Ms. L. 
Ruane and Ms. Tierney confident that they 
will bring new skills and energy to the 
teaching of their subjects and the learning of 
their students. Welcome also to our French & 
German language assistants Noémie and 
Ilona, our new SNA’s Mrs McHugh, Mrs 
Conroy & Mr McDonagh. After many years of 
distinguished service to Balla Secondary 
School, I wish Mrs Moran and Mr. Holian all 
the very best on their recent retirements.  

It was another very successful year for both 
our Leaving and Junior Certificate students. 
The outstanding results achieved by our pupils 
represent the great work that takes place at 
this prodigious school. There is no secret that 
there are a number of key elements for these 
successes: when ambitious, hardworking 
students are taught by quality dedicated 
teachers in a safe, nurturing environment, and 
are encouraged by supportive 
parents/guardians, they will inevitably achieve 
highly.  

While teaching and learning is our main focus 
school is, as you know, about much more than 
books and results. We pride ourselves in the 
wide range of extra-curricular opportunities 
we provide for our students and we are lucky 
to have so many staff members who give 
freely of their time for the betterment of the 
pupils. Involvement in these activities can 
improve student’s mental health, physical 
wellbeing, and teamwork ethic as well as 
enhancing teacher/student relationships, so 
please encourage your son/daughter to get 
involved in whatever capacity they can. 

This newsletter encompasses some of the 
many events and activities that take place in 
the school on a day to day basis. I hope you 
have an enjoyable read and I wish you all a 
very Happy Halloween. 

Teresa Walsh 
Principal 

 

 

 

 

County Champions 

 

Concern Debates 

 

Congratulations to our senior students who were part of the Balla team that won the Minor A 
County Championship recently. They are pictured above with their coach Mr. Conor Walsh. 

 
Our debating team opened 
their campaign last week 
against neighbours Davitt 
College Castlebar. The team, 
consisting of Molly Quinn-
Monaghan, Daniel Carleton, 
Evan Mellett and Dean Kenny 
debated the motion 'To 
conquer world hunger, the 
world must embrace GMOs'. 
Both teams were 
commended on research and 
debating skills by the 
adjudicating panel. With 
further debates to come in 
the next few months, it's 
sure to be a long and 
productive year for our 
team!  

attend the annual Irish Times Higher Options Careers Exhibition. The Higher Options is the largest 
and most comprehensive exhibition for Leaving Cert students who want to know what third level, 
university and college options are available and how to apply for them. There were exhibitors 
from Ireland, the UK, Europe, Australasia and the USA in attendance, with college representatives 
available to answer any concerns students had. Students also had the opportunity to attend 
career talks and information sessions on application to colleges in Ireland, the UK and Europe.   
 
With minds now alerted to options available after the Leaving Cert, students will have the 
opportunity to attend career talks in the school. 
 

Career Guidance 

 Useful Career Sites: 
www.cao.ie 
www.careersportal.ie 
www.qualifax.ie  
www.studentfinance.ie 
www.careerdirections.ie 
www.accesscollege.ie 
www.ucas.ac.uk 
www.fetac.ie 
 

On September 13
th

 
some Leaving Cert 
Students travelled to 
the RDS in Dublin to 
attend the annual  

http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.studentfinance.ie/
http://www.careerdirections.ie-online/
http://www.accesscollege.ie/
http://www.ucas.ac.uk/
http://www.fetac.ie/
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Website: www.ballasecondaryschool.com 

 

@Balla_Secondary 

Balla Secondary School is 

on facebook 

For this newsletter and more news see 

Transition Year News 
Achill Outdoor Education Centre: This trip took place on the 7

th   
and 8

th
 of September .The students took part in various activities such as kayaking, 

bog walking, and surfing.  Great fun was had by all. Many thanks to Ms Carolan and Mr O Malley and Mr Walsh who accompanied them. 
Zumba: TY girls had three very enjoyable sessions of Zumba dancing during September. 
SVP Youth Justice Conference: A number of TY students attended this conference in Knock Shrine. Speakers included Fr Peter McVerry SJ ,John 
Lonergan, Philip Barre , Joanne O Riordan and many more. 
Red & Green Day: They organised this in the school on the 15

th
 of September, with all proceeds going to charity 

John Paul II Awards & Peer 4 Peer Programme: Siobhan Bradley the Diocesan Youth Advisor ,came to speak to the TYs about the Pope John Paul II 
Awards on the 22nd of September. Many of the students are now working towards these awards. She also spoke to them about the Peer 4 Peer 
programme. Training for this will take place in January and the students will deliver the programme in the National Schools in January/February. 
Flag Day: Held on the 22

nd
 of September in Castlebar and Claremorris. The money raised from this will be used to subsidise some of their various 

activities throughout the year. 
GAA Coaching: The students attended a three day workshop on GAA coaching on the 25

th
 of September and the 2

nd
 and 5

th
 of October with Kieran 

Kilkenny. They now have the skills required to coach younger children. 
Art & Natural History: On Thursday the 28

th
 of September the TYs travelled to Dublin to visit the National Art Gallery and the Natural History 

Museum. 
Table quiz: Organised and run by TY students for European Languages day, this quiz was for First and Second year students. 
Comedy: On the 9

th
 October the TYs went to a comedy presentation  in Breaffy House “ Ger Carey Live” written specifically for TY students. 

Tree Walk: On the 11
th

 of October some of the Transition Years went on a History/Tree Walk with John Dempsey of Balla Town Parks. John spoke to 
them of the history of the area and about the many beautiful trees and showed them the work done by the Town Parks Committee. 
School Bank: The students had a speaker in from the Bank of Ireland on the 11

th
 of October, in connection with the school bank which is run by TY 

students.   
St. Vincent de Paul: On the 18

th
 of October Helen Toner from St.Vincent de Paul came to speak to the students about setting up a branch of Junior 

St. Vincent de Paul within the school. 
Comhairle na  nÓg:  A number of TYs attended the AGM in Breaffy Sports Arena on the 24th of October.  
Woodwork: TY boys are currently in the process of making a variety of wooden products with their teacher Mr Morrin. These will be on sale at the 
Balla Christmas market in December. They are also busy making a promotional video for Facebook so that they can sell these products to a wider 
audience. 
 

 

 

School Mass  
Our Opening of the School Year Liturgy was 
celebrated in the school assembly hall on 
the 27

th
 September 2017. Thanks to all 

students and staff members who were 
involved with the readings, prayers and 
music. Thanks also to our Celebrant and 
School Chaplain, Fr. Denis. 
Mentoring Programme 
Pre-leaving cert students have been 
involved in mentoring our 1

st
 year students 

since the beginning of September. They 
have met with their new mentees on a 
number of occasions to help them with the 
transition from primary to secondary school.  
 
This years mentors are: Canice Bennett, 
Lauryn Biggins, David Brennan, Jana 
Brennan, Nathan Corbett, Danny Corcoran, 
Emma Cosgrave, Aine Donohue, Conor 
Dunleavy, Harry Freney, Conor Gaughan, 
Elaine Heneghan, Evan Mellett, Joshua Mc 
Kenna, Zoe Mc Kenna, Molly Quinn-
Monaghan and Evanna Summerville. 
 
We wish them the best of luck over the 
coming year in their very important role. 
 

A  group of Senior Art and Transition Years visited the newly reopened National Gallery of 
Ireland in September. They are pictured above with Ms. L. Conroy, Mr Boland and the French & 
German language assistants Noémie and Ilona  

Senior Girls Football 

Pictured on right 
are our Ladies 
senior team who 
have had a busy 
start to the 
season with 3 
games in a 3 
week period. All 
girls have played 
brilliantly 
rounding out the 
3 weeks with a 
comprehensive 
win against 

Pobalscoil Acla.  

 Senior Boys Gaelic Football 
Balla Secondary School have played two games this term in the senior league. We were beaten 
by Cuala Secondary School in Sligo. We also played against Manorhamilton Secondary School in 
Leitrim and were victorious 

 

http://www.ballasecondaryschool.com/

